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ADVOCATE HEALTH CARE SELECTS MERGE HEALTHCARE FOR END-TO-END, ENTERPRISE-WIDE 

CARDIAC IMAGING AND INFORMATICS SOLUTION  
Largest integrated health care system in IL provides interoperable cardiology image exchange 

across 3,200 bed network 
 
Chicago, IL (May 15, 2012) Merge Healthcare Incorporated (NASDAQ: MRGE), a leading 
provider of enterprise imaging and interoperability solutions, today announced that Advocate 
Health Care, one of the nation’s top 10 health care systems,* will implement Merge’s complete 
cardiology solution suite to capture, manage and display cardiac images, and hemodynamics 
and ECG data across its enterprise of more than 250 care sites, including 10 acute-care hospitals 
and two integrated children’s hospitals. 
 
“Advocate is an example for others to follow as they’ve set in place a strategy that promotes 
the sharing of images and information across their enterprise,” said Jeff Surges, CEO, Merge 
Healthcare. “They are taking the critically important step of providing physicians with access to 
images and information regardless of their location.  With this type of ‘anywhere, any time’ 
access to images and information, they’re delivering on a plan that will help improve the 
healthcare experience for patients and physicians.” 
 
“There are a number of reasons Advocate partnered with Merge Healthcare,” said Dr. Lee 
Sacks, Executive Vice President, Chief Medical Officer, Advocate Health Care. “We valued their 
approach because it is a true partnership. That’s something we believe is key to long-term 
success. Second, their solutions are highly-respected by users. For example, Merge Hemo is 
ranked #1 by KLAS (an organization that measures customers’ product perceptions). Earning a 
designation like that says a lot about their commitment to excellence.” 
 
“As a cardiologist, I need to have immediate access to a patient’s complete cardiology record to 
ensure I make the most informed medical decisions,” said Dr. Vincent Bufalino, Advocate 
Health Care.  “With Merge’s solutions, I can see cardiology images wherever I am – whether I’m 
at the hospital, in my office, or even at a remote location.  Having this type of access is 
immensely beneficial.”  
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Advocate selected the full suite of Merge Cardiology Solutions for its ability to help improve 
workflow and enhance patient care. With Merge Cardio, patient information is integrated from 
different sources into a centralized web-based system.  As a result, cardiologists can quickly 
access their patient’s complete cardiology file from a single point (including the EMR), generate 
a report, and distribute it in a single session—even if they are at a remote location.   
 
With the simplified reporting tools inherent to Merge Cardio, physicians can now get 
information and reports faster, and in a more consistent manner.  And with its integration with 
the industry’s top EMRs, that information can be accessed timely and securely regardless of 
location.  
 
The Merge Cardiology suite includes Merge Cardio™, an enterprise-level image and information 
system; Merge Hemo™, a catheterization laboratory knowledge tool for data collection, 
analysis and reporting (ranked #1 by KLAS); iConnect® Access, a zero-download DICOM image 
and XDS viewer; and iConnect® Share, an Internet-based gateway for image sharing. 
 
*Based on clinical performance by Thomson Reuters 
 
About Merge Healthcare 
Merge Healthcare is a leading provider of enterprise imaging and interoperability solutions.  Merge 
solutions facilitate the sharing of images to create a more effective and efficient electronic healthcare 
experience for patients and physicians.  Merge provides enterprise imaging solutions for radiology, 
cardiology, orthopaedics and eye care; electronic health record and practice management solutions for 
image-intensive specialties; a suite of products for clinical trials; software for financial and pre-surgical 
management; applications that fuel the largest modality vendors in the world, and a network of patient-
centric, wellness stations.  Merge’s products have been used by healthcare providers, vendors and 
researchers worldwide to improve patient care for more than 20 years.  

About Advocate Health Care 
Advocate Health Care, one of the nation’s top health systems, based on clinical performance, is the 
largest health system in Illinois and one of the largest health care providers in the Midwest. Advocate 
operates more than 250 sites of care, including 10 acute care hospitals, two integrated children’s 
hospitals, five Level I trauma centers, two Level II trauma centers, one of the area’s largest home health 
care companies and one of the region’s largest medical groups. Advocate Health Care trains more 
primary care physicians and residents at its three major teaching hospitals than any other health system 
in the state.  
 
Cautionary Notice Regarding Forward-Looking Statements 
The matters discussed in this news release may include forward-looking statements, which could involve a number 
of risks and uncertainties. When used in this press release, the words “will,” “believes,” “intends,” “anticipates,” 
“expects” and similar expressions are intended to identify forward-looking statements. Actual results could differ 
materially from those expressed in, or implied by, such forward-looking statements. Except as expressly required 
by the federal securities laws, the Company undertakes no obligation to update such factors or to publicly 
announce the results of any of the forward-looking statements. 
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