News Release
Media Contact:
Brenda Stewart
Director, Marketing Communications
312.540.6622 | brenda.stewart@merge.com

MERGE HEALTHCARE PROPELS MEANINGFUL USE ADOPTION
Twelve radiology and orthopaedic practices, representing almost 200 physicians,
select Merge to achieve Meaningful Use
Chicago, IL (May 14, 2012) Merge Healthcare Inc. (NASDAQ: MRGE), a leading provider of enterprise
imaging and interoperability solutions, announced the addition of twelve practices to its growing list of
clients who have selected its complete and fully-certified EHR solution to achieve Meaningful Use (MU).
More than 89 clients, representing more than 850 physicians, now utilize Merge MU solutions.
“Meaningful Use is the basis for health information exchange in the U.S. and will become the core
workflow for physicians,” said Jeff Surges, CEO of Merge Healthcare. “With the recently proposed Stage
2 requirements that focus heavily on the viewing of diagnostic images, it’s clear that specialties like
radiology and orthopaedics are very much so included in Meaningful Use. Now is the time for specialty
physicians to adopt a Meaningful Use strategy so they can qualify for Stage 1 funding, while preparing
for Stage 2.”
“While there are financial reasons to focus on Meaningful Use, the driver for us is that it is going to build
a foundation upon which we can provide even better care to our patients,” said Ellis Keitt,
Administrator, Radiology Associates, LLP. “With Merge RIS™, we are going to be able to collect and
share valuable information, automatically trend clinical data and report on MU measures.”
Merge RIS v7.0 provides a radiology-specific EHR with complete certification that enables radiologists to
capture and report on the metrics required to demonstrate Meaningful Use of electronic health records,
without disrupting their traditional workflow. With Merge RIS v7.0, radiologists can qualify to receive up
to $44,000 in stimulus incentives, per eligible provider, and more importantly, avoid future penalties
that will come from not meeting Meaningful Use.
Merge RIS v7.0 functionality includes ePrescribing, enhanced reporting that enables physicians to
automatically trend clinical data and report on Meaningful Use measures, new clinical decision support,
the clinical exchange of health information through industry standard formats, and a patient portal that
empowers patients to access their records at their convenience. This new functionality was built natively
within the intuitive, web-based Merge RIS so that any radiology practice can achieve Meaningful Use
attestation in a manner that works for their specialty.

“With Merge OrthoEMR™ we can meet Meaningful Use criteria and earn stimulus incentives,” said
Vickie Shuler, Clinic Administrator, Western Carolina Orthopaedic Specialists. “Using Merge OrthoEMR
also means we’ll avoid financial penalties that are coming to those not using MU-certified solutions. The
most important aspect of Merge OrthoEMR for us is that it will help us provide better care, streamline
our workflow and improve operational efficiencies.”
Merge OrthoEMR has received complete EHR Ambulatory certification and provides orthopaedic
physicians the tools needed to achieve Meaningful Use and qualify for incentive funds. By providing
instant access to images at all locations, Merge’s OrthoEMR eliminates the need for transporting images,
improves workflow and speeds patient care.
In addition to Merge OrthoEMR, Merge provides an integrated suite of products developed for the
specific needs of the orthopaedic practice, from patient information to image management including
digital templating. Developed by orthopaedic specialists, our systems and tools mirror charting and
patient care today, increasing the long-term adoptability and satisfaction of users. Plus, with imaging
and data sharing they promote interoperability, without forcing conformance to non-specialty hospitalbased solutions.
About Merge Healthcare
Merge Healthcare is a leading provider of enterprise imaging and interoperability solutions. Merge
solutions facilitate the sharing of images to create a more effective and efficient electronic healthcare
experience for patients and physicians. Merge provides enterprise imaging solutions for radiology,
cardiology, orthopaedics and eye care; electronic health record and practice management solutions for
image-intensive specialties; a suite of products for clinical trials; software for financial and pre-surgical
management; applications that fuel the largest modality vendors in the world, and a network of patientcentric, wellness stations. Merge’s products have been used by healthcare providers, vendors and
researchers worldwide to improve patient care for more than 20 years. For more information, visit
www.merge.com.
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